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SUBJECT: ROETGER CROSS RE-ELECTED CHAIRMAN OF THE FDP PARTY 
BOARD IN LOWER SAXONY 

REF: HAMBURG 190 

1 . AT THE FDP STATE PARTY CONVENTION IN BRAUNSCHWEIG ON 
APRIL 24-25, 1976, ROETGER GROSS, THE LAND CHAIRMAN AND 
MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR IN THE PREVIOUS KUBEL SPD/FDP 
STATE COALITION GOVERNMENT, WAS RE-ELECTED PARTY CHAIR- 
MAN FOR THE NEXT TWO YEARS. IN A THREE-CORNERED RACE, 

GROSS RAN A CLOSE SECOND IN THE FIRST OF TWO ELECTIONS 
AGAINST HIS PRINCIPAL PARTY RIVAL, ERICH KUEPKER, MINISTER 
OF ECONOMICS AND PUBLIC WORKS IN THE FORMER KUBEL ADMINIS- 
TRATION, AND SLIGHTLY AHEAD OF ROLF VIETEN, THE TOWN MANAGER 
OF GOETTINGEN. BECAUSE NONE OF THE THREE RECEIVED A MAJORITY 
OF THE VOTE CAST, A RUNOFFSELECTION WAS NECESSARY. IN THE 
SECOND BALLOT VIETEN WITHDREW HIS CANDIDACY, THEREBY 
ASSURING THE SUCCESSFUL REFLECTION BID OF GROSS. THE 
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NEW LAND PARTY BOARD IS AS FOLLOWS: 
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CHAIRMAN: ROETGER GROSS, 43, 

1ST DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: FRITZ LOGEMANN, 69, MDB 
2ND DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: ERICH KUEPKER, 43 
3RD DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: ROLF VIETEN, 36 
TREASURER: DETLEV Kl ,E INERT. 44, MDB. 

2. THE CAMPAIGN HAD NO DRAMATIC MOMENTS. MOST OF THE 
ISSUES DEBATED WERE INCONSEQUENTIAL AND NO ONE, LEAST OF 
ALL THE POLITICAL WRITERS FOR THE LOWER SAXONY PROVINCIAL 
PRESS WITH WHOM WE DISCUSSED THIS ELECTION, WAS DISTRACTED 
BY THE MANY IRRELEVANT INTRA PARTY SQUABBLES FROM THE ONE 
GENUINE ISSUED AT STAKE, TO WIT, WHETHER OR NOT THE FDP 
SHOULD ENTER INTO A COALITION AGREEMENT WITH THE CDU IN 
HANNOVER. 

3. AS WE REPORTED IN THE PAST, GROSS STEADFASTLY SUPPORTED 
THE CONCEPT OF A LOOSE ALLIANCE WITH THE SPD AND REJECTED 
ANY PROPOSAL TO SHIFT HIS PARTY'S ALLIANCE TO THE CDU. PRIOR 
THE FEBRUARY 6 ELECTION OF ALBRECHT AS MINISTER-PRESIDENT, 
GROSS MADE A NUMBER OF UNEQUIVOCAL PUBLIC STATEMENTS ABOUT 
THE NEED FOR A STABLE SPD/FDP RELATIONSHIP BOTH IN LOWER 
SAXONY AND IN BONN. AS NOTED IN HAMBURG 190, VARIOUS FDP 
NATIONAL LEADERS TRIED RECENTLY TO CONVINCE GROSS THAT THE 
PARTY'S POLITICAL MARRIAGE OF CONVENIENCE WITH THE 

SPD WAS AUTOMATICALLY DISSOLVED BY THE ALBRECHT ELEC- 
TORAL VICTORY IN LOWER SAXONY. HOWEVER, GROSS HAS 
REMAINED CONSTANT IN HIS OPPOSITION TO AN EXPEDIENT 
CHANGE OF POLITICA PARTNERS AND IT MAY HAVE BEEN THIS 
INTRANSIGENCE, THIS LOYALTY TO AN ALLIANCE WITH THE 
SPD WHICH BROUGHT ABOUT HIS RE-ELECTION AS PARTY CHAIR- 
MAN OVER KUEPKER WHO SEEMED TO WAVER BACK AND FORTH DURING 
THE CAMPHIGN ABOUT WHETHER OR NOT THE FDP SHOULD ACCEPT 
ALBRECHT'S INVITATION TO JOIN HIS GOVERNMENT. 

4. OBVIOUSLY THE RE-ELECTION OF GROSS COMES AS A DIS 
APPOINTMENT TO THE ALBRECHT GOVERNMENT. IT WAS THE HOPE OF 
THE CDU LEADERSHIP INDEED, EXPECTATION- THAT FOLLOWING 
THE FDP PARTY BOARD ELECTION THAT THE FDP WOULD FEEL LESS 
CONSTRAINED TO HONOR ITS PRIVOUS POLITICAL ALLIANCE TITH 

THE SPD AND AGREE TO BECOME THE JUNIOR PARTNER IN THE CDU/FDP 
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COALITION GOVERNMENT. ALBRECHT HAS REFRAINED FOR THE PAST 
10 WEEKS IN APPOINTING THE REMAINING THREE OR FOUR MEMBERS 
OF HIS CABINET, HOPING ALL THE TIME THAT A NEW FDP STATE 
BOARD WOULD BE ELECTED WIHICH MIGHT BE DISPOSED TO ACCEPT 
HIS INVITATION TO FORM A COALITION GOVERNMENT IN HANNOVER. 
NOW ALBRECHT WILL HAVE TO GO IT ALONE AS THE HEAD OF A 
MINORITY GOVERNMENT, RELUCTANTLY FILLING THE REAMINING 
POSITIONS WITH MEMBERS OF HIS OWN PARTY. BROGAN 
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